
  Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
October 24, 2021 

Please consider making your  offertory  

donations on-line. Visit our website:  

https://olmhighlands.com/online-giving 

for more details. 

olmhighlands.com 

Date Intentions Requested by 

10/ 24 11:00 Lucille DeVane Claire Galam 

10/ 27  12:00 
Latin 

Fred Wooldridge + Pat Bollinger 

10/ 28   12:00 Fred Wooldridge + Ann Urbanski 

10/ 29   9:00 Frances Dickerson  + Jackie Cabler 

10/ 30   4:00  Fred Hovey  + Marie Schmitt 

10/31 11:00 Jack Caldwell + Mr.&Mrs. Harmon 

Saint of the Week 

Keep yourselves in the love of God and wait for the 
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal 
life. On those who waver, have mercy; save others 
by snatching them out of the fire; on others have 

mercy with fear, abhorring even the outer garment 
stained by the flesh.                                   

~St. Jude (d. 65 AD), Patron of desperate situations   

     Feast Day October 28 

 

 Our Lady of the Mountains 

Weekend of October 17, 2021 

Offertory-$5,545   Online giving-$466.60   

         Attendance– 235 

RESPONDING LIKE BARTIMAEUS 

Once healed “illumined” as in Baptism, Bartimaeus’ disci-

pleship response to Jesus challenges us to examine our 

own. Again this week, Hebrews reminds us that Jesus is 

our merciful high priest. Though sinless, Jesus “is able to 

deal patiently with the ignorant and erring” (Hebrews5:2) 

like all high priests. Hebrews invokes Melchizedek, whose 

meeting with Abraham signals the joining of God’s prime-

val cosmic covenant made with Noah and God’s scriptur-

al covenant with Israel, leading to “the new and eternal 

covenant” sealed in Jesus’ Blood. Like Melchizedek, Jesus 

transcends history’s boundaries of race and nation to 

gather earth’s fragmented, even warring factions into the 

great harvest of a humanity renewed and redeemed. So 

our baptismal commitment and discipleship’s journey bid 

us become instruments of Christ’s unity and peace to all 

whom we encounter “on the way.” 

Are we sitting still, isolated, safely on the sidelines? Or do 

we cry out, like Bartimaeus, for Jesus’ mercy, under-

standing that we are bound to extend to others, cease-

lessly and unconditionally, the mercy that we ourselves 

need? As part of that mercy, then, are we cowed into 

safe, respectable silence by a world rejecting Christ’s 

countercultural teachings, or do we dare speak up and 

speak out on behalf of others? 

BEST WISHES 

To Caroline Triglia and Ryan Foley         

who were married at OLM on Oct. 16, 

2021 



Father’s Column 
 

The Biretta 

Routinely, priests who don the biretta (or black 
square hat) at Mass are asked about its history, sig-
nificance, or its return after a near ubiquitous hia-
tus since the 1960’s. Lets consider each of these 
questions. 

The origin of the biretta, like that of many garments 
that span the centuries, is a bit murky. First written 
references to clerical hat wear are somewhat vague 
and emerge in the tenth century. “Biretta” likely 
comes to us by means of the Italian word “beretta.” 
The Latin word used is “birretum,” meaning hood, 
likely from “birrus,” meaning “hooded cloak,” and 
ultimately from the Greek “pyrrus.” Originally, the 
biretta looked more like a skull cap, but developed 
“wings” by indentations made with fingers in its 
placement or removal. Some nations, such as Spain 
and its colonies, developed four-winged birettas. 
The Romans, however, maintained three. Custom 
also varies regarding the inclusion of a tassel.  

The biretta’s significance is largely academic; alt-
hough, again, the history is limited. Its similarity in 
appearance to the squared and tasseled graduation 
cap seen at any high school or university bears tes-
timony to its academic connection For ecclesiastics, 
two types of birettas exist, namely liturgical and 
academic. Academic birettas are granted upon 
completion of an advanced degree. Different areas 
of study have their own color piping sewn in, such 
as green for canon law studies. The completion of a 
doctorate is indicated with a fourth wing. Normally, 
however, people see liturgical birettas that lack any 
academic distinction, if they see them at all.  

 

Cardinals wear solid red; bishops magenta; mon-
signors black with magenta piping and tassel; 
priests black. Even seminarians may wear black bi-
rettas. 

Lastly, their recent history. In 1962, the biretta, pre-
viously required, became optional for use at Holy 
Mass. Amidst the fervor of change in the mid-to-
late sixties, many priests stopped wearing them. 
The younger clergy, however, in a desire for deep 
and historically rooted priestly identity, found even 
in the seemingly smaller details, are opting for their 
return. 

Please consider joining us to say the rosary 
at 10:30 on Sunday mornings before 11:00 
Mass.  There will be times that we say the 
rosary at the grotto so be sure to bring a 
jacket!  There are free rosaries in the bas-
kets by the doors. 

New Year’s Retreat.  Begin the New Year focusing on 
God’s healing, hope, and promise.  Join Retreat Master 
Fr. John Michalowski, SJ, in “Finding Our Everyday God” 
in a venue that provides space for both engaging discus-
sion and private reflection.  There’ll be time for Mass, 
confession, and Adoration.  There will also be time to 
reflect, explore our beautiful grounds, or sit in our 
lounge and enjoy the gas logs.  The special price of $260 
per person (double occupancy) includes all meals includ-
ing a New Year’s Eve banquet, 2 night’s lodging, retreat 
fees, and access to the beautiful grounds Catholic Con-
ference Center in Hickory, NC.  Last year sold out, so 
register now at www.catholicconference.org/new-
years.  For more information 
email info@catholicconference.org or call 828.327.7441.  

   

Please pray for our parishioners and their relatives and friends: 
 

 Joan Hatch, Belinda Rudzik 
 

Also for those in our book of prayer intentions, and those for whom there is no one to pray. 
Please pray for all the men and women serving the United States in the military. 

Please pray for the souls of our beloved deceased. 
Fred Wooldridge, Dorice Pulte, James Urbanski, Pat Pittari, Clara Lewicki, Fr. Ubald Rugirangoga, Scott Peek, Sr., 

Stewart Austin, Ron Simmons, Harry Vaughn, and Lucille Devane 
 

http://www.catholicconference.org/new-years
http://www.catholicconference.org/new-years
mailto:info@catholicconference.org

